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THE SELF-REVELATION OF JESUS 

The volume 1 before us is a discussion of the person and self- 
consciousness of Jesus based upon the statement of Matt. 11:27 (Luke 
10: 22) : "All things have been delivered unto me of my Father, and no 
one knoweth the Son save the Father; neither doth any know the 
Father save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son willeth to reveal 
him." The long discussion of a single passage is justified by the author 
on the ground that it treats of the question of the existence in the Synop- 
tic Gospels of a metaphysical divine sonship such as is indubitably set 
forth in the Fourth Gospel. Since the historicity of the Fourth Gospel 
is in some quarters under suspicion, a discussion of this passage is of 
fundamental significance in a reply to those who reject that gospel in 
favor of the Synoptics. The establishing of the genuineness of the pas- 
sage in question will go far toward refuting those who belittle the Fourth 
Gospel and will have an exceedingly important bearing on the question 
of a developing Christology in the early Christian centuries; in fact, it 
will do much to rule it out of court. 

The history of the problem as it emerges in the first three centuries 
and its revival under the impulse of modern biblical investigation are 
sketched. The former stage of the discussion resulted in what is prac- 
tically an equating of the forms novit and cognoscii. The latter stage 
holds three possibilities: the speech attributed to Jesus in the verse is 
the product of an ecstatic condition, or a purely figurative statement of 
an ethical sonship, or the result of a later christological tendency. The 
criticism of these various phases of modern interpretation is not entirely 
satisfactory. 

The troublesome and complicated textual questions which are con- 
nected with this passage are examined in detail. The author has done 
a large amount of painstaking work in this section of his book and has 
laboriously gathered the evidence. He takes strong exception to the 
conclusions which Harnack has reached on this subject and complains 
of unfairness in the presentation of facts and of lack of thoroughness. In 
his view Harnack has signally failed. The Sywo which Harnack treats 
as a historical aorist is in the opinion of Schumacher a gnomic use of the 
tense. Some of the variant readings of Matthew are easily accounted 
for by the individual translation of the Aramaic Logia, the statement of 
Papias being in point here. The fullest form of the text is the original 
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one with the tense-variations of no real significance. It is a genuine 
saying of Jesus. 

A long chapter of the book is concerned with the explanation of the 
ideas and statements of the passage, the result of which is found, in the 
main, in the sentence: "Jesus stellt sich dem gSttliche Vater gleich als 
Teilhaber und Besitzer seines Wesens und seiner Macht, als meta- 
physischen Gottessohn. Den Titel 'Vater' hat aber Jesus nicht aus 
Demut fur sich vermieden, .... sondern weil er bei aller Identitat 
mit dem Sein des Vaters eine von diesem zu unterscheidende Person ist" 
(p. 178). Thus the writer comes out with a text almost untouched by 
difficulties and an interpretation of the divine sonship of Jesus couched 
in metaphysical terminology. A further chapter concludes that the 
same idea is discoverable in other places in the Synoptics, as for example: 
the parable of the Wicked Husbandmen, the statement regarding David's 
son and Lord, the confession of Peter at Caesarea Philippi, and the claim 
of Jesus to be the son of God before the high priest. These passages 
show that Matt. 11:27 (Luke 10:22) are not isolated passages but are 
merely specially clear statements of a thought which is quite common in 
the Synoptic Gospels; namely, that Jesus was conscious of, and claimed 
a metaphysical sonship with, the Father. 

The feeling one has on reading the book is that a large amount of 
faithful work has been put into it. The author has gathered and mar- 
shaled his facts with care and has made himself familiar with a large 
literature. But one cannot avoid a sense of disappointment that the 
treatment should be so lacking in historical spirit and insight and so 
palpably devoted to a dogmatic tendency — this, too, whether one agrees 
or disagreees with the conclusions. The imprimatur on the opening page 
would scarcely have been given to a thorough historical discussion of 
the passage. 

A careful table of contents, a good bibliography, and lists of citations 
are excellent features of a volume whose chief value must lie in the mar- 
shaling of facts, but scarcely in its interpretation of them. It is question- 
able whether the book will contribute greatly to the solution of the 
problem to which it addresses itself. 
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